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STAFF REPORT 

 

 

 
To: Parks and Recreation Commission 

Date: September 20, 2018                                                                         

From: Margaret Glomstad, Parks and Recreation Director  

Subject: Parks Master Plan Update 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

Staff recommends that the Commission receive and update about the Parks Master Plan from 

MIG and City staff.  

 

BACKGROUND 

 

Parks and Recreation Department staff and MIG have been working on developing the first 

Parks Master Plan (PMP) in order to help guide future planning, policy, and development of the 

City’s parks and recreation system. The PMP will help set the framework for decision makers in 

the planning, maintenance, development, and/or rehabilitation of Burlingame’s parks and 

recreation facilities. It will also provide a systematic and prioritized approach to implementation 

of parks and recreation projects. 

 

The City Council and Parks and Recreation Commission has long supported a robust system of 

parks open space lands in the City. This commitment is affirmed and strengthened by the 

Envision Burlingame General Plan Update (pending adoption in late 2018) in the Healthy 

People and Healthy Places Element. This Plan calls for the City to “provide a diversity of City-

owned parks, recreation facilities, natural open spaces, and public gathering places citywide, 

and ensure that every Burlingame residents lives within one-half mile of such a resource” (Goal 

HP-4). The PMP is an implementation item in the General Plan Update (HP-4.1).  

 

However, the City of Burlingame is largely built out and is expecting continued population 

growth. Continuing to provide abundant open spaces, parks, and recreation facilities will be a 

challenge going forward.  

 

The project began in March of 2018. Initial tasks focused on engaging the Burlingame 

community to identify priorities and values that would guide the PMP. These early tasks also 

provided valuable data and insight into how residents currently use the current parks and 

recreation system. These included:  

 

 Kick-off meeting and parks tour with City staff 
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 Stakeholder interviews  

 Pop-up surveys  

 Mapita online survey  

 

DISCUSSION 

 

To date, approximately 800 Burlingame residents have contributed their input and ideas for the 

PMP.  Some key highlights and emerging priorities from these activities includes the following: 

 Community members highly value access to nature and wildlife, beautiful scenery, 

running and biking trails, and would like to expand this access. 

 

 Current recreation programs are very high-quality, diverse and highly valued by 

participants.  

 

 Park improvement priorities include addressing barriers, improving restrooms, 

improving park seating/shade, and expanding off leash dog areas. 

 

 Facility and amenity priorities include trails, dog parks, water recreation, and 

playgrounds. 

 

 Recreation program priorities include adventure activities, large community events, 

and performing arts.  

 

 Bayfront priorities include improving walking and biking trails, waterfront access and 

activities. 

Next Steps 

To supplement the community input and team observations gathered to date, the project team is 

conducting research, mapping and analysis to better understand the parks and recreation 

system. These findings will be summarized in a community needs assessment and inform future 

community engagement efforts and, ultimately, recommendations for the Burlingame Parks 

Master Plan. Important upcoming dates include: 

 City Council Presentation, October 15, 2018 

 Community Workshop #1, November 7, 2018 

Commission Input 

MIG and staff are requesting the Commission’s input in the following areas: 

 

Engagement Themes 

1. Does the Commission agree with the input received to date?  

2. What is missing?  

3. Is there anything that surprised you? 

 

Community Workshop 
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1. What are ways to best promote the upcoming community workshop? 

 

Community Needs Analysis 

1. What would you like to better understand about the City’s current parks and recreation 

system? 

 

EXHIBITS 

A. Stakeholder Interviews Summary Memo 

B. Pop-up Survey Summary Memo 

C. Mapita Survey Summary Memo 

D. Community and Trends Analysis 

 

 


